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Dover High School won its third consecutive DIAA/SODE Unified Basketball 
state championship with a 23-22 win over Appoquinimink High at the Bob 
Carpenter Center on March 11. Thirteen teams competed in the official 
interscholastic varsity sport during the season with eight teams advancing to 
the state tournament. Everyone in attendance agreed this championship game 
was by far the one played with the most “integrity.” Congratulations to all of the 
players and coaches who made that possible. 

Thanks to 24 Cool Schools, nearly $77,000 was raised for Special Olympics 
Delaware. We had school teams “Plunge” at their schools and on the beach. It 
didn’t matter where their Plunge took place, but what was most important was 
that they Plunged, benefitting the more than 4,200 Special Olympics athletes in 
Delaware. 

Highest Money Raised and Most Bears:  Appoquinimink/Middletown/Odessa 
High Schools Team Chuck Orange ($13,780; 114 Bears)

Highest Money Raised Per Capita: Leach Lions ($2,372; 15 Bears)

For more information on how to become a Cool School for the 2023 Polar Bear 
Plunge, email nate.threatts@sode.org.

UNIFIED BASKETBALL CHAMPS

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE

DIAA/SODE UNIFIED BASKETBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

COOL SCHOOLS, TOO HOT TO HANDLE!

It’s such a great honor to be selected as 
the President + CEO of Special Olympics 
Delaware. I know I have some big shoes 
to fill replacing Ann Grunert after 34 years. 
I had the privilege of working beside her 
for my first few weeks, and it’s hard not be 
inspired by her mission-driven leadership 
and love for others. I hope to continue in 
that legacy and with the help of the board 
and staff to continue to grow the number 
of families we serve here in Delaware.
I wanted to take a minute to tell you a little 
bit about myself. I grew up in Southern 
New Jersey with my parents and two 
brothers. I graduated from the University 
of Delaware and have spent the last 19 
years working for the YMCA of Delaware. 
I’ve worked at the Bear-Glasgow YMCA, 
Western YMCA, Dover YMCA, and most 
recently was the Executive Director of the 
Middletown YMCA. I’m an Army Veteran, 
an avid runner, a Philadelphia Eagles fan, 
an Elder at my church, a Guinness World 
Record holder, husband, and a father 
of 4 children. Over the years, I’ve raised 
millions in donations, recruited and trained 
over 30 board members, advocated and 
worked with local legislative officials, hired 
and supervised hundreds of staff and 
volunteers, and have enjoyed organizing 
and running youth, adult, and family 
programs.
For those that I haven’t met yet, I look 
forward to meeting you soon. Thank you 
to everyone that I’ve met already and how 
openly you have welcomed me. It really 
does feel like family here. I look forward to 
serving here for many years to come and 
advancing the amazing mission of Special 
Olympics Delaware.
Yours In Health,

David Halley
President + CEO

EXECUTIVE NEWS

UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOLS

HELLO AND NICE TO MEET YOU
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UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOLS

(This photo was taken prior to March 2020)

We are in awe of the nearly 150 schools who 
participated in our annual Spread the Word INCLUSION 
campaign during the month of March.

From banner-signings to assemblies, spirt weeks to 
yard signs, schools across the state promoted the 
importance of INCLUSION of ALL students in a variety 
of unique and interactive ways! 

ADDITIONALLY ... more than 20,000 T-shirts were 
sold during the campaign as staff and students not only 
“talked the talk” about INCLUSION, but “wore” it too! 
(Pictured below is Ennis School student Lena Stoltzfus 
who, along with her family, sold 206 shirts!).

More than 50 years ago Special Olympics launched 
a global movement to break down barriers and 
end discrimination against people with intellectual 
disabilities.

Since then, this peaceful revolution has been changing 
lives all around the world. Join “The Revolution Is 
Inclusion”—and be part of a powerful new generation 
that celebrates all differences, all abilities! 

If you are an administrator, teacher or parent and your 
school doesn’t participate in the campaign and you 
would like more information, please email Jon Buzby 
at jon.buzby@sode.org with your name, email address 
and school. 

2022 SPREAD THE WORD INCLUSION
IT IS AN INCLUSION REVOLUTION
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SPORTS INFORMATION

2022 SUMMER GAMES
ARE YOU READY TO COMPETE?

We are excited to be back at the University of Delaware for the 
2022 Summer Games, sponsored by Dupont, on Friday, June 24 
& Saturday, June 25! Competition and Special Event schedules 
will be announced as we get closer but mark your calendars to join 
us as we celebrate and witness our athletes compete.
Be sure to join us on June 24 when we celebrate Opening 
Ceremony in the football stadium.  Happening directly after 
Opening Ceremony, join our athletes for a family and friends Dance 
and BBQ! All are welcome to attend. 

VOLUNTEER CALL TO ACTION

EVENT MAP FOR 2022

JOIN THE FUN AS A VOLUNTEER!

WHAT & WHERE FOR SUMMER GAMES

Summer Games would not be possible without the support of our 1000+ volunteers. If you are a family, group, corporate  
partner, or an individual looking to give back, we need your help. Roles include timers, scorekeepers, athlete escorts, cheer 
squad, and hospitality volunteers. Individual volunteer opportunities will be available on our website and open for sign up at 
the end of May.

If you are interested in bringing a group of volunteers to support the event, contact Louise.doe@sode.org for more 
information on group sign-ups.
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
1+2 - Softball

Bob Hanna Stadium 
Delaware Softball Stadium

3+7 - Track + Field
Grant Stadium
Additional Field Space

4 - Swimming 
Delaware Outdoor Pool

5 - Olympic Village /   
     Dance + BBQ

Directly following Opening 
Ceremony - Open to all 
athletes, family, and friends.

6 - Opening Ceremony
Delaware Football Stadium

9 - Tennis 
Delaware Tennis Courts

10 - Bocce
UD Field House

*SODE reserves the right to adjust based on the pandemic situation, safety protocols established and/or approval by SOI and Delaware Department of Public Health.*

Presented by
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SATURDAY, JUNE 25
1+2 - Softball

Bob Hanna Stadium 
Delaware Softball Stadium

3+7 - Track + Field
Grant Stadium
Additional Field Space

4 - Swimming 
Delaware Outdoor Pool

5 - Healthy Athletes
Open to all registered and   
non-registered athletes

8 - Powerlifting
Bob Carpenter Center

9 - Tennis
Delaware Tennis Courts

10 - Bocce
UD Field House



SPECIAL OLYMPICS DELAWARE

To help prepare Team Delaware for the 
SO USA Games in Florida this June, Jillian 
Mathews, our Team DE Fitness Challenge 
Coordinator, has been preparing weekly 
newsletters to keep our focus on working on 
our fitness and practices hard in preparation 
for competition. Jillian has covered many 
topics, including proper hydration, good 
sports hygiene, healthy snacks, good rest and 
recovery, and the importance of incorporating 
warm-ups and cool-downs into our workouts.

Jillian has just released Newsletter #8. Here are 
some clips and handy tips.

HI EVERYONE! I hope that you are all enjoying 
the Spring weather that’s here and that it is 
staying lighter longer! It makes it so much better 
to practice and exercise outside! Make sure to 
follow the rules on how to dress properly for the 
weather and stay safe when it’s windy or rainy. 
I love not having to wear a sweatshirt anymore!

SO, this week is all about Perfect Portions. I 
know that we have talked about some of this 
before as well as Healthy Snacks. But healthy 
eating is so important to your health and sports 
performance. You need to eat what your body 
needs… BUT… you also need to watch the 
amounts of food you put on your plate!

Some helpful tips are:

• Use smaller plates and bowls

• Limit distractions during meals

• Keep extra food off the table

• Eat slowly

• And the most important of all, stop eating 
when you are full.

HEALTHY ATHLETES
USA GAMES HEALTH TIPS
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TORCH RUN
2022 LETR FOR SODE

TORCH RUNNER OF THE YEAR
CONGRATULATIONS SGT. GARY FOURNIER

JILLIAN MATHEWS
Team DE Fitness Challenge Leader

Sgt. Gary Fournier’s involvement with Special Olympics 
Delaware dates back 25 years to when he was a young 
recruit attending the Delaware State Police Academy. 
Since that initial Torch Run, Fournier’s involvement has 
expanded both in terms of positions held and time spent 
volunteering, and it has been those ongoing efforts 
spanning multiple decades that earned him the title of 
2022 “Winnie Spence Torch Runner of the Year.” 

In support of the 36th Annual Delaware 
Law Enforcement Torch Run, hundreds 
of members of law enforcement will 
carry the “Flame of Hope” across the 
state of Delaware over three days. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Wednesday, June 22
• Separate runs will occur upstate and downstate to officially kick off the 

statewide effort.
• Ceremony at Wilmington Police Department at 9:30 a.m.
• Ceremony at Rehoboth Beach Bandstand at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 23
• Two legs starting in central and western Sussex County will travel north 

to Dover, while a third leg will travel south from Middletown to Dover. 
• Ceremony in Dover at Legislative Mall at 1:30 p.m. 

Friday, June 24
• A final leg will carry the Flame of Hope into Opening Ceremony at 

Summer Games at the University of Delaware Football Stadium. 
• Opening Ceremony will begin at 4:30 p.m. 

Supporters of the Torch Run who are not members of law enforcement can 
participate in the movement by purchasing a t-shirt. 

This initiative is jointly sponsored by the Correctional Officers Association 
of Delaware (COAD), Delaware State Troopers Assocation (DSTA), and 
Delaware State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 

“Absolutely elated,” Fournier shared of his reaction when he was notified 
of the honor which is annually bestowed upon a law enforcement officer 
who has greatly impacted the movement over a long period of time. “It 
gives me great pleasure to represent the State Police and all the torch 
runners throughout the state. The honor is really just being a part of the 
great organization that Special Olympics Delaware is.” 
To read more about Sgt. Gary Fournier please use the QR code to the right.

HI EVERYONE! 
It was so good to see you all at our Team DE Fitness 
Challenge Zoom last Thursday.  We missed some of you, 
but we know that you were working hard at practice 
and that’s important too! Thanks to Christi and Brian for 
helping me with our warmup exercises… Side to Sides 
and Opposite Toe Touches.  You were AWESOME! And 
thank you to everyone for sharing how you are doing 
with your fitness goals. Matt keeps at it with bowling, 
walking and exercise, Carl and Brian make sure they get 
their 10,000 steps in, Katie plays tennis with her mom, 
Christi runs and walks, and Nicole does hip hop dancing 
in her room, and everyone works hard at practice! All 
terrific ways to stay on track of your fitness goals! I 
enjoyed learning what everyone’s favorite water bottle 
was and was surprised at how many love their Fit 5 
bottle. It’s a great one to use! And everyone shared how 
they stay motivated with these great positive thoughts 
like “Think happy thoughts,” “I can do it,” “I got it,” and 
keeping a step reminder!  We’ve got this, Team 
Delaware! 

 

 

Weeks 11 and 12 kind of go together.  Outdoor exercise 
is good for your body and mind, no matter the time of 
year. You need to prepare differently depending on if 
it’s cold or warm outside. Sometimes during the year, 
the weather can be tricky from day to day. Be sure to 
check the weather app on your phone or the report on 
TV to decide what you should wear so that you can stay 
safe and prevent injuries.   

In cold weather, you need to layer up. That way, you 
can remove layers as your body heats up. Try not to 
wear things made from cotton because they soak up 
sweat and hold in moisture. Also, protect your fingers, 
ears, nose and toes! Wear a hat or headband… gloves or 
mittens. You can take them off and tuck them in your 
pocket if you get too warm.  Thick socks are also a good 
idea. When I was at track practice this Tuesday, I wore 

Team Delaware 
Fitness Newsletter #7 

 

“no show socks”, but it was cold out!  I wish that I had 
on a pair of my long socks! And you still need to drink 
water.  Your body’s thirst signals are slower in colder 
temperatures, but you still lose fluids through sweating 
and breathing.  

When we are in Orlando, it’s going to be hot! So, you 
have to have some serious hydration when you 
exercise. We sweat more to keep our body cool.  
However, the more you sweat, the more water your 
body loses. Also, it’s okay if it’s really hot, to take your 
workout slower until you get used to the heat.  Try to 
exercise in the cool morning or evening; and wearing 
light colored and light weight clothing are best. Dark 
colors or heavy fabrics can hold the heat more.  
Remember, keep clothes loose and light. More air will 
circulate over your skin and keep you cooler. Wearing a 
hat or visor and sunglasses may help. AND DON’T 
FORGET YOUR SUNSCREEN… even on your face in the 
cold weather! 

Dehydration is something to watch for in both cold and 
hot weather. If you lose too much water without 
drinking more, your body won’t work as well.  Here’s 
what to look for so you don’t get dehydrated. 

SO, let’s all follow these great tips to stay safe while 
we are getting ready for, and while we are in Orlando.  
 

WE ARE AN AWESOME TEAM! 
GO TEAM DELAWARE! 

 

Jillian Mathews,  
Team DE Fitness Challenge Leader 
czmathews@gmail.com 

 

SO, on to Weeks 11 and 12!  
Week 11 is  about Weather Safety 
and exercising in different weather 
conditions and Week 12 is about 
Signs of Dehydration while you are 
working out outside. 
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2022 USA GAMES

2022 TEAM DELAWARE
CHEER ON YOUR TEAM!

Special Olympics Delaware is proud to be sending a strong delegation to the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games, being held June 
5 – 11 in Orlando. Team Delaware is comprised of 29 athletes, 9 coaches, 4 staff members, 2 students from Caesar Rodney High 
School, and their Mentor who will attend as part of the Unified Champion Schools Youth Leadership Experience. The delegation will 
compete in seven of the 19 sports offered: basketball, bocce, bowling, powerlifting, swimming, tennis and track & field. In addition, 
Lt. Jim Diana (DE Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement) will represent Delaware as a Final Leg Runner in the Torch Run leading up to 
the Games. 

Attending a USA Games is a great achievement for any Special Olympics athlete. It is a reflection on their commitment to their sport and their 
willingness to put the necessary work in during the months leading up to the Games while preparing to perform on what will be the biggest stage of their 
athletic careers. We are proud of all of them, and very fortunate to have a committed coaching staff who we are confident will not only prepare them 
to compete at the world-class athletic facilities but will ensure they take advantage of all the other experiences that will be offered during the Games.

CHRISTINE ARANCIO
Swimming, Athlete

AUSTIN ARCHER
Swimming, Athlete

ROBERT BAILEY
Track + Field, Coach

NICOLE BAKER
Bocce, Athlete

JESSE BENSON
Basketball, Athlete

DIANA BEHRENS
Swimming, Coach

KATYA BOWERS
Tennis, Athlete

EDWARD CAPODANNO
Basketball, Head Coach

ROSEMARIE DAGG
Bowling, Coach

STERLING JOHNSON
Powerlifting, Athlete

KRISTEN HANIFEE
Swimming, Athlete

ALEX FAILING
Youth Leadership Experience

RORY DILOUIE
Bocce, Athlete

MALIK BRADFORD
Basketball, Athlete

JAYQUAN BUTCHER
Basketball, Athlete

ALLEN BURKE
Bowling, Athlete

PAMELA CANNON
Bocce, Coach

ERIC BRUCE
Basketball, Athlete

TIMOTHY JONES
Basketball, Athlete

AMMAR MCNAIR
Youth Leadership Experience

DAVID MCELRATH
Basketball, Athlete

JILLIAN MATHEWS
Track + Field, Athlete

JEFFREY MARCONI
Basketball, Athlete

DAVE MANWILLER
Basketball, Ast. Coach
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CHERYL TALMO
Assistant Head of Delegation

DANIEL HALL
Health + Fitness Coordinator, 

Delegation Staff / Torch Run Representative

JIM DIANA
Final Leg Runner,

Torch Run Representative

KYLIE FRAZER
Head of Delegation

KAREN TOULSON
Medical Coordinator,

Delegation Staff

DAVID HALLEY
President + CEO, SODE

SPECIAL SHOUT OUT
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Thank you to Jersey Mike’s 
for their March Month of 
Giving campaign as part 
of their sponsorship of 
the 2022 USA Games in 
Orlando. Team Delaware is 
grateful for your support! 

MATTHEW MONTGOMERY
Bowling, Athlete

ERIC NEIL
Powerlifting, Coach

BRIAN PERRY
Swimming, Athlete

MICHELE OGDEN
Bowling, Athlete

CHARLES PERMINT
Bocce, Athlete

DESHAWN SCYE
Track + Field, Athlete

ELERECE THOMAS
Basketball, Athlete

SCOTT TAMBLYN
Basketball, Ast. Coach

KIMBERLY STRUNK
Bocce, Athlete

NATE THREATTS
Youth Leadership Experience, Mentor

CHRISTI THERON
Track + Field, Athlete

ANTHONY THOMAS
Basketball, Athlete

STEVEN TURNER
Track + Field, Athlete

CARL WILLIAMS
Tennis, Athlete

JILL WALLACE
Tennis, Coach

JEROME WATSON
Basketball, Athlete

DEVIN WINELAND
Bowling, Athlete



SPECIAL OLYMPICS DELAWARE FUNDRAISERS

DO SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY 
THAT WILL MAKE YOUR HEART SOAR!
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3,244 BEARS RAISED OVER $1 MILLION!
Air Temp: 32 degrees; Water Temp: 37 degrees

Over the Edge is a unique event - and the only one of its kind in Delaware 
- allowing participants the opportunity to fundraise for the once in a lifetime 
experience of rappelling down a 17-story building.

Thursday, May 12, 2022
(rain date: Friday, May 13)

300 Delaware Ave in downtown Wilmington

2022 POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
THANK YOU BEARS + SUPPORTERS!

An ecstatic THANK YOU to everyone who 
supported the 31st Annual Lewes Polar Bear 
Plunge. Athletes across the state of Delaware 
will benefit in incredible ways because of your 
generosity and cold-water courage.
See results and photos from the 2022 Plunge, 
and learn more about the upcoming 2023 
Plunge at www.plungede.org.

Mark your calendars now! 
The 32nd Annual Lewes Polar Bear 
Plunge - in-person or virtual
Rehoboth Beach: Feb 5, 2023 at 1 p.m. 

Virtual: Anywhere-Anytime



This event inspires motorcyclists and their passengers from around the 
region to come together and support our athletes while doing something 
they love to do - ride their bikes!
Over 800 motorcycles joined us on Sunday, April 10 for a police-escorted 
ride from Rommel Harley-Davidson in Smyrna to Love Creek Elementary 
in Lewes. Photos from the ride are posted at www.sode.org.
If you missed the ride this year, be on the lookout for information about 
the 16th Annual Ride to the Tide in 2023! 

2022 RIDE TO THE TIDE
THANK YOU TO ALL PARTICIPANTS

Special Olympics athletes show us daily the courage needed 
to face extraordinary circumstances on and off the playing 
field. Now they challenge you to face your fears, catch your 
breath, step up to the edge and rappel from the top floor of a 
city building.

We are excited to offer our LIVESTREAM again this year for 
spectators to tune in from home, work, or school. 

Use the QR code below to view the livestream, donate to an 
Edger, or register to participate at www.sode.org.

If you can’t be a part of this year’s event, consider joining us in 2023!
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS DELAWARE FUNDRAISERS

Saturday, September 24
Delaware State Fairgrounds, Harrington, DE
Truck drivers from across the region and beyond will ride 
together through scenic Kent County in celebration of the 
trucking industry and its support of Special Olympics. The 
2022 event marks the 20th Anniversary of Special Olympics 
Delaware’s Truck Convoy!

TRUCK CONVOY EVENT
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!



SPECIAL OLYMPICS DELAWARE

On Saturday, March 12, our Athlete Leaders 
took part in an in-person Introduction to Athlete 
Leadership training course. During the COVID 
pandemic, Athlete Leadership training was 
held virtually, meaning Athlete Leaders gained 
confidence in getting online via Zoom.

Getting back to in-person training allowed our 
Athlete Leaders to be together, talk about their 
strengths as leaders, hear everyone else’s stories 
and work through their workbooks with their 
mentors.

More in-person training is planned for the Summer 
and Fall, including sessions on Speaker Practice 
and Understanding Emotions.

The Introduction to Athlete Leadership course is 
planned for each Spring season. Any athlete looking 
to get involved in Athlete Leadership training should 
complete the online interest form at www.sode.org.

Other Athlete Leaders have been giving back by 
getting involved in volunteering. Athlete Leadership 
volunteers helped assemble bags for our annual 
Polar Bear Plunge, supported Ride to the Tide, and 
will greet Edgers at the upcoming Over the Edge 
event.
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Our Young Athletes Program (2–7-year-olds) returned to all 5 areas this Spring! Over 60 Young 
Athletes registered for the Spring Sports season. Young Athletes participate in fun activities to 
improve movement and motor skills. This Spring, Young Athletes will be practicing in track and field 
style events. In the Fall, our Young Athletes will be focusing on soccer skills. For more information on 
the Young Athletes Program in your area, contact info@sode.org or 302-831-4653.

Don Bergner was one of the original founders of 
Special Olympics Delaware and served on the 
Board of Directors for 25 years, including two 
different terms as president. Don was a hard worker 
and advocate for people with special needs. He 
did nearly every volunteer job there was – from 
buying hot dogs to selling souvenirs to chaperoning 

at Delaware’s sports events and World Games to 
running competitions and fundraisers. From set-up 
to tear-down, Don was always first in line to lend 
his hand … his heart … and his mind to furthering 
the Special Olympics movement. He was inducted 
into the Special Olympics Delaware Hall of Fame in 
2000.

Our most recent Night of Heroes event was held on Wednesday, April 13 at the 
Executive Conference & Banquet Center in Newark.  We are thankful for the 
opportunity to finally bring our community together to celebrate our honorees and the 
impact they have had on our movement.  As we continue to return to a more traditional 
schedule of events, please note that our next Night of Heroes celebration will take 
place in October 2023.  
The nomination form for 2023 is open now and available for you to use. When 
someone rises above and beyond, deserving of recognition visit https://bit.ly/3IutJLJ or 
via the QR code to the right and let us know. 

YOUNG ATHLETES

ATHLETE LEADERS

CONDOLENCES

NIGHT OF HEROES

PLAY WITH PURPOSE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT

DONALD BERGNER  (1937-2022)

CONGRATULATIONS RECIPIENTS
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STAY CONNECTED

Visit www.sode.org 

and click on the E-News 

button at the top to 

subscribe for updates.

All athletes and families 

should be receiving 

Area Sports updates 

with seasonal Special 

Olympics Delaware sports 

information. If you are not 

receiving these updates, 

please contact our main 

office at 302-831-4653 to 

verify your mailing address. 

Thank you!

STAY CONNECTED

DON’T MISS OUT

For additional area updates please visit  
www.newark.sode.org

Special Olympics Newark 
Connie Callahan, Area Director         
302-438-2097 
Email:  newark.dragons@sode.org

For additional area updates please visit  
www.mot.sode.org

Special Olympics MOT 
Mary Ward Hutchison, Area Director    
302-540-2863 
Email:  mot.tigers@sode.org

For additional area updates please visit 
www.kent.sode.org

Special Olympics Kent County 
Dave Manwiller, Area Director 
302-233-8018  
Email:  kent.wildkats@sode.org

For additional area updates please visit 
www.sussex.sode.org

Special Olympics Sussex County 
Rob Bailey, Area Director
302-690-0254
Email:  sussex.riptide@sode.org

For additional area updates please 
visit www.wilmington.sode.org

Special Olympics Wilmington
Ed Capodanno & Joanne Cunningham,  
Area Directors   
302-383-3249  
Email:  wilmington.wizards@sode.org

April was Volunteer Appreciation month. 
Volunteers are at the heart of Special Olympics 
Delaware.

Coaches, Team Assistants, Unified Partners, 
Law Enforcement Officers, Corporate Partners, 
and Event Volunteers all play an important role 
in making Special Olympics Delaware the unique 
program it is. We appreciate all our volunteers for 
all that they do year-round to make the program a 
success. Thank you!

For more information about becoming a coach 
or practice volunteer on a weekly basis, contact 
info@sode.org or 302-831-3479.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION MONTH
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!
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MAIN OFFICE:
619 S. College Ave.

Newark, DE 19716-1901
Phone:  302-831-4653

Fax:  302-831-3483
Email:  info@sode.org

www.sode.org
www.plungede.org

DAVID HALLEY
President + CEO

302-831-3480
david.halley@sode.org

STAFF
JEAN BECK 

Donor Relations Specialist
302-312-9392

jean.beck@sode.org 

JON BUZBY 
Sr. Director of Unified Champion Schools 

302-831-3484
jon.buzby@sode.org

LOUISE DOE
Director of Volunteers and 

Athlete Initiatives
302-831-3479

louise.doe@sode.org

KYLIE FRAZER
Sr. Director of Sports + Competition

302-831-8582
kylie.frazer@sode.org

JENNIFER PAIGE
Director of Graphic Design and

Communications
302-831-4048

jennifer.paige@sode.org

CORINNE PLUMMER
Director of Special Events

302-831-4796
corinne.plummer@sode.org

LISA SMITH
Sr. Director of Marketing and Development

302-831-3482
lisa.smith@sode.org

CHERYL TALMO
Director of Sports Training and Health

302-831-3223
cheryl.talmo@sode.org

NATE THREATTS  
Manager of Unified Champion Schools

302-831-4669
nate.threatts@sode.org

KATE WHITE 
Bookkeeper
302-831-3481

kate.white@sode.org

SUE ZEBLEY 
Administrative Specialist

302-831-4653 
sue.zebley@sode.org
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THANK YOU TO OUR YEAR-ROUND SPONSORS:

2022 Special Olympics Delaware Calendar of Events
For the most up to date calendar information please check out our website www.sode.org

SPECIAL OLYMPICS EVENT DATE LOCATION

Spring Sport Qualifiers - Aquatics, Tennis, Track, and Powerlifting May 7 Statewide

Over the Edge May 12 300 Delaware Ave., Wilmington

Spring Sport Qualifiers - Bocce and Softball May 15 Statewide

USA Games Torch Run - Final Leg May 31 - June 5 Orlando, Florida

2022 USA Games June 5-11 Orlando, Florida

Delaware Law Enforcement Torch Run June 22-24 Statewide

Summer Games June 24-25 University of Delaware, Newark

Summer Games Opening Ceremony June 24 - 4:30pm UD Football Stadium, Newark

Summer Games Familly and Friend BBQ + Dance June 24 - 5:30 Olympic Village (see map on page 4)

Camp Session 1 August 6-8 Camp Barnes, Frankford

Camp Session 2 August 14-16 Camp Barnes, Frankford

Summer Camp Golf Classic September 12 Bidderman Golf Course, Wilmington

State Golf Competition September 20 Maple Dale Golf Course, Dover

Cycling Classic TBD

Truck Convoy September 24 Delaware State Fairgrounds, Harrington

Fall Festival TBD

Reindeer Run and Romp 5k December 2 Downtown Newark 

2023 Lewes Polar Bear Plunge Anytime / February 5 Anywhere / Rehoboth Beach


